
 

 
 

Would your Group  
like any assistance?  

Does your group have any Skills, Training, 
Support, Funding or Information needs?   

 

Outreach Service available 
Please contact COSTA  

Tel: 028 855 56880  
Email: info.costa@btconnect.com    

 
 
 

 

 

Your Local Rural Support Network 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                         

 
 

 

The Charity Commission NI will not be 
sending out reminders to charities to 

submit their returns.  
However, in order to maintain your 
group’s good standing, Charitable 
Status and to ensure eligibility for 

funding, it is a requirement that your 
paperwork is up to date with CCNI.  

Please ensure you file your 
CCNI Annual Returns  

as normal, and on time.    

For further information, please visit 
CCNI website on 

https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/legal-
update/ 

 

COSTA is providing ongoing 
assistance to local groups  

contact us 
 

Tel: 028 855 56880 
Email: info.costa@btconnect.com  
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Community Organisations of South Tyrone 

& Areas Ltd  
President Grants Homestead 

45 Dergenagh Road  
Dungannon BT77 0DE  

 

Tel: 028 855 56880      Fax: 028 855 56881  
Email: info.costa@btconnect.com   

Web: 

www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org 
Facebook: Board Costa  
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Mid Ulster Seniors Network Information Leaflet – full of great 
contacts and information. 

 
If groups would like hard copies to collect and distribute in their 

own local areas (we can arrange drop-offs) contact COSTA to 
arrange: Tel: 028 855 56880 or email: info.costa@btconnect.com 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:info.costa@btconnect.com


For all the latest Guidance & Advice on Covid-19:  
Click here: Coronavirus (COVID-19) | nidirect 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19


 

  

  

 

 

In Northern Ireland GPs have begun to vaccinate the 70-plus age 

group, and will make contact with their patients in this group, 

meaning people do not need to phone their GP practice. People 

aged 65-69 and people who received a shielding letter because 

they are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) can book their 

appointment online, and will get the vaccine at one of the regional 

vaccination centres.  

 

You can book appointments online at vaccinations.covid-

19.hscni.net. 

 

 
 
 

https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=1143e061f7&e=0f513d0d60
https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=1143e061f7&e=0f513d0d60


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Vaccination booking extension 
announced 

 

People in Northern Ireland who received a 
shielding letter because they are Clinically 
Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) to Covid-19 will be 
able to book their vaccination appointments, the 
Department of Health has announced. 

The appointments will be available at the seven 
regional vaccination centres across the province. 

Telephone booking will be available from next 
week. Some slots for the weekend are already 
available for online booking from today. 

Production of the shielding letters will be 
required at the centres to confirm eligibility. 

Northern Ireland’s vaccination programme is 
rolling out through a twin track approach 
involving the regional vaccination centres and 
GP practices. 

GPs are vaccinating those aged 70 plus, while 
the vaccination centres are also vaccinating 65 
to 69 year olds. 

 
 

  
 

 

People in 

Northern Ireland 

who received a 

shielding letter 

because they are 

Clinically 

Extremely 

Vulnerable (CEV) 

to Covid-19 will be 

able to book their 

vaccination 

appointments, the 

Department of 

Health has 

announced. 

 

Read more  

https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=7aaf77fa58&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=017f9a28de&e=bbb9427f65


  

 

 

 

A range of information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme is available 
on the PHA website: 

 Simple Guide - The PHA has published a simple guide to the COVID-
19 vaccine and its available to download here: 
pha.site/covid19simpleguide 
  

 Leaflets - Information leaflets on the COVID-19 Vaccination 
Programme are available for download here - 
pha.site/vaccineinformation 
  

 Q&A’s - COVID-19 Vaccination Programme questions and answers 
are available at pha.site/vaccination-questions-and-answers 

 

 
 

 

 

https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=d1f25d72a2&e=0f513d0d60
https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=245dea5427&e=0f513d0d60
https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=1ba8b550b5&e=0f513d0d60
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Financial Support & Practical Help 
 

 

 

Depending on your situation, you might be able to get additional financial 
support from the Department for Communities during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak. 
 
Financial support may also be available for short-term living expenses if you 
have a positive Covid-19 diagnosis or you are in self-isolation. 
 
You can find information on financial support and other practical 
help including information on benefits, rates bills and support for 
businesses here. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://hscni.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=59903efc545a060a69b3decf5&id=9fc239fce9&e=0f513d0d60


Broadband – Urgent Action Required from Community 
 
You may have 
heard about a 
new 
broadband 
initiative 
designed to 
provide 
upgraded 
broadband 
services to 
residents and 
businesses in 
Northern 
Ireland, 

focused mainly on the rural areas. The initiative is known as Project Stratum. The scheme is 
being managed by the Department for the Economy (DfE) Telecoms Branch.  Fibrus has been 
appointed as the delivery partner.   The scheme will provide a full fibre connection to over 
12,000 premises in the Mid Ulster District who cannot currently receive a 30 megabit (mbps) 
connection. 

 

DfE has published a list of “white postcodes” which they have identified as the areas to benefit 
from Project Stratum, ie, cannot currently receive a 30mbps download speed. It has become 

apparent however, at this early stage that many people in Mid Ulster are not included on 
Project Stratum’s “white list” or indeed the new Project Stratum Hyperfast NI website which 

provides a post code checker to let you see if and when your premises will benefit from 
improved broadband services. 

 

If you are a business or resident who cannot currently receive 
30mbps Broadband then Mid Ulster District Council  

needs to urgently hear from you.   
Council requires you to carry out two checks: 

 

Check 1 – Is your postcode on DfE’s white list?    
(Check by viewing the list at https://bit.ly/2XAQIPp ) 

 

Check 2 - Is your postcode included on the new Project Stratum’s 
Hyperfast Broadband website?  (Check by typing your postcode into the 

“postcode checker” at https://hyperfastni.com/ 

If your answer is ‘yes’ to both questions above, you don’t need to do anything more. 

If your answer is no, and you are not included on one or both of the links provided 
above and can’t currently receive a 30mbps broadband download speed, then Mid Ulster 

District Council requires you to complete the short survey at the following link:  
 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ProjectStratumBroadband on or before Mon 8th March 

2021. 
 

Council will collate this data and share it with the Department for the Economy and Fibrus to 
inform and lobby for your postcode to be included under the Project Stratum rollout. 

If you require any assistance in completing the survey or require a hard copy of the survey to 
be posted to you, please contact Colin McKenna at Mob: 07920 466141 

or Oliver Donnelly Mob: 075000 38931 

Thank you in anticipation - Adrian McCreesh, Chief Executive, Mid Ulster District Council 

 

https://bit.ly/2XAQIPp#_blank
https://hyperfastni.com/#_blank
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ProjectStratumBroadband


       

 

Warm Well Connected Programme - 
Emergency Fuel Element 

 

Introduction  
The purpose of the Warm Well Connected Programme - Emergency Fuel Element is to provide 
crisis support for eligible households from specific target groups who meet the criteria to assist with 
emergency need for help with the cost of either electricity, gas, oil or, in exceptional circumstances, 
white goods.  
 
Covid Heating Payment criteria:  
a. Pension Credit  
b. Higher rate of Attendance Allowance  
c. Highest rate care and/or higher rate mobility element of Disability Living Allowance  
d. Enhanced rate daily living and/or enhanced rate mobility element of Personal Independence 
Payment.  
  
The WWC single top-up amount will be in relation to one of the following (NOMINATE 1):  
• Electricity: a single top-up from Bryson direct to the supplier of £50  
• Gas: a single top-up from Bryson direct to the supplier of £49 (maximum top-up permitted per 
transaction)  
• Oil: a single top-up from Bryson direct to a supplier for 300 litres  
• White goods: a single top-up from Bryson direct to the supplier for the cost of the item  
 
Target Groups  
Households must demonstrate that they fall within one of the specific target groups to avail of 
assistance via the Emergency Fuel Support Scheme:  
• Children and Young People  
• Older People, particularly those living alone  
• People Living with Disability and their Carers  
• Anyone who has lost income as a direct result of the pandemic  
• Clinically extremely vulnerable (previously shielding)  
• People from Black and Minority Ethnic communities  
 
Criteria 1  
For consideration of a fuel top-up OR white goods the household MUST demonstrate (by self-
declaration, supported by specific evidence where required) that their need for assistance has 
arisen as a direct result of the pandemic. Evidence which can be provided by the applicant may 
include:  
a. Job loss (NINO and employer details will be recorded)  
b. Reduction in income due to furlough (NINO and employer details will be recorded)  
c. Reduction in income due to reduced working hours (NINO and employer details will be recorded)  
d. Reduction in income due to pandemic (NINO and employer details will be recorded)  
 
 



e. Claiming benefits for the first time and suffering financial hardship (NINO will be recorded and 
used to validate)  
f. Tested positive for Covid and struggling with symptoms, or identified as a close contact 
(notification from Health to be shared) 
g. Voluntarily self-isolating as clinically extremely vulnerable (previously shielding) (notification 
letter to be shared)  
h. Other (please specify)  
 
Criteria 2  
The household MUST demonstrate (by self-declaration, supported by specific evidence where 
required) that they are struggling to afford their fuel costs. Evidence given by the applicant may 
include:  
a. Increased cost of fuel bills due to increased usage  
b. In arrears/debt with fuel bills  
c. Cutting back/rationing energy use to save money  
d. Financial stress/rationing in other areas to pay fuel bills  
e. Other (subject to close monitoring and early review)  
 
Criteria 3  
The household MUST demonstrate by self-declaration why if they meet the benefit-related criteria 
for or have already received a DfC Covid-19 Heating Payment (£200 payment, payable in last 
week of January 2021) they still need assistance;  
1. Is the household in receipt of a qualifying benefit for the Covid-19 Heating Payment? (Yes / No)  
2. If yes, Identify the qualifying benefit  
e. Pension Credit  
f. Higher rate of Attendance Allowance  
g. Highest rate care and/or higher rate mobility element of Disability Living Allowance  
h. Enhanced rate daily living and/or enhanced rate mobility element of Personal Independence 
Payment  
 
Criteria 4  
(Only if applying for white goods)  
1. Has the client applied to Discretionary Support for the item?  
If NO, signpost to Discretionary Support:  
UNLESS: they exceed the Annual Income Threshold (£20,405), in which case proceed with this 
Emergency Fuel Support application.  
 
2. Has the client applied to Discretionary Support and been turned down?  
If YES, proceed with WWC White Goods application.  

 

This is a fund that people can apply to if they are finding it hard to 
heat their homes.  It is open to anyone in Northern Ireland who 
meet the criteria.  
 
To make an application you have to phone the Covid Helpline on:  
0808 80 200 20 

 
 

 



 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
Benefits 

This page provides information for you, if you are claiming benefits or 
considering claiming benefits during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

You should continue to check this page as it will be updated 
frequently: Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Benefits | nidirect 

 

Department for Communities  
COVID-19 Heating Payment 

 
The Department is working to make payment of the one-off £200 COVID-19 
heating payment at the end of this month.  
 
Individuals will be eligible for this payment if, during the qualifying week (Monday 
30 November 2020 - Sunday 6 December 2020), they receive one of the 
following benefits: 
 

   Pension Credit 
   the higher rate of Attendance Allowance 
   the highest rate care and/ or higher rate mobility element of Disability Living    

      Allowance, including children; 
   the enhanced rate daily living and/ or enhanced rate mobility element of  

      Personal Independence Payment. 
 
This one-off £200 payment will be made automatically to eligible individuals 
via existing payment channels. Those eligible will only receive one payment, 
even if they fall into different groups. 
 
Whilst payment should be automatic the regulation states that should payment 
not be automatically paid by 15th February 2021 an eligible person can apply by 
30th April 2021 in writing to the Department or by telephone to 0800 587 0892 
(for pension credit claimants), 0800 587 0912 (for attendance allowance and 
disability living allowance claimants) or 0800 587 0932 (for personal 
independence payment claimants).  
 
Further info can be found at:  https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/.../coronavirus-covid-19-and... 
 

 

 

 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/health-and-wellbeing/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-and-benefits?fbclid=IwAR1dDQz993ihAg4aOZXXB_cDf3fwtqOSgLsXtNcsNK-EhbwKx4jDZ65er38
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-and-benefits?fbclid=IwAR1dDQz993ihAg4aOZXXB_cDf3fwtqOSgLsXtNcsNK-EhbwKx4jDZ65er38


 
 

Census 2021 is coming next month and will be digital 
first. 

You can complete your census on your phone, laptop, or 
other smart device. 

You’ll also be able to request a paper form. 
Find out more about #NIcensus2021 at census.gov.uk/ni 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nicensus2021?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWsHxK80qIuaezqkYGk8PZU9azFcdEHpQUQDNTVxPtpHmks99J52MGOrY9qYT2icX3rBXfU6aMxz6gdZm_27X3EU6vgG0JwNJJTdU1oh9QDPiGqKTyFt96xjtOz2P_QmzL3dh4vvJWDKWpbDBsS27vI&__tn__=*NK-R
http://census.gov.uk/ni?fbclid=IwAR237oVGWiLe2y0hXYDlcR07pMAzpF2dMZgg-CBvMduGzNxgx98PPUpwS-Q


 

                        
 

Mid Ulster District Council  

Good Relations Programme 
& 

The Community Relations Council 
 

Invite you to an online funding 

information session on  
 

Tues 2/3rd March 2021 at 7.00pm 
 

The event will cover information on grants 

and funding available from both Mid Ulster 
Council and the Community Relations Council. 

 

To register for this event please email  
Paul Killen at CRC pkillen@nicrc.org.uk 

 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to 
contact Paul Killen Community Relations Council 

02890227500 / 07802361781 
 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:pkillen@nicrc.org.uk


 

 
 

Parents and carers urged to check the safety 
of blinds during lockdown 

 

The Office for Product Safety and Standards and the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accident (RoSPA) are urging parents and carers to check that the cords on blinds found 
in the home do not pose a risk of strangulation.  
Blinds might look harmless enough, but to a young child the looped cords can be deadly if 
they get them caught around their neck. 

RoSPA is aware of at least 35 child deaths due to blind cords since 2001, including, 
sadly, some deaths in the last year. There will have been many more near misses. 
 
RoSPA’s public health adviser Ashley Martin said “It is important to be aware that more 
accidents happen in the home than anywhere else. With all of us, including young 
children, spending more time than ever at home due to the current lockdown it is vital to 
ensure that household hazards are dealt with”.   
“Looped blind cords in bedrooms where children spend a lot of time unsupervised are a 
particular problem, but these tragic accidents can happen anywhere in the home. We call 
on all parents and grandparents, and anyone else who usually has children in their home 
regularly, to check all blinds wherever they are in the house and to make sure that looped 
cords are tied up out of reach. Even if children are not visiting you currently due to 
coronavirus restrictions, there has never been a better time to check the safety of your 
blinds. Since 2014, it has been a requirement for new blinds to be fitted with safety 
devices so that there are no hanging looped cords, so it’s even better if the blinds with 
looped cords can be replaced with new blinds that meet this standard, and we would 
strongly advise this in a child’s bedroom particularly”.  
 
“We are also calling on landlords of rented accommodation to check that blinds they have 
fitted in their properties are safe and do not have looped cords. We ask that they check 
and put right any hazards before new tenants move in.” 
 
RoSPA’s top blind cord safety tips: 

 Ensure that blinds in a child’s bedroom do not have a looped cord  
 Cords on blinds (and also curtains) that are elsewhere in the home should be kept 

short and out of reach of children – tie up the cords or use one of the many cleats, 
cord tidies, clips or ties that are available 

 Do not place a child's cot, bed, playpen or highchair near a window 
 RoSPA does not recommend that cords are cut, even as a short-term solution, 

because they could still be very dangerous 
 Do not hang toys or objects that could be a hazard on a cot or bed 
 Do not hang drawstring bags where a small child could get their head through the 

loop of the drawstring. 

For more information about blind cord safety head to the RoSPA website.  
 

https://www.rospa.com/campaigns-fundraising/current/blind-cord


 

 

Carers Trust / Alzheimer’s Society 

 

Carers Trust would like to invite you to 

participate on our online Information of 

Services event. 

 

We will be hosting this event via zoom with Pauline Murphy 

from Alzheimer’s. 

 

At Alzheimer’s Society, we work continuously to raise 

awareness about all types of dementia and the support we 

provide at a local and national level . 

  

Alzheimer’s Society is here for anyone affected by any form of 

dementia.  We provide information, practical and emotional 

support to help people affected by dementia to live well.  

 

Please join us on: 

Tuesday 2
nd

 March 2021 

11am 

 

Please register with Michelle Moult at mmoult@carers.org and 

a link to Zoom will be forwarded to you. 

Help is available on how to use zoom, so please don’t be afraid 

to try it for the first time. 
 

 

 

    

     

  

           

 

 

 

 

mailto:mmoult@carers.org
https://carers.org/
https://twitter.com/CarersTrust
https://www.facebook.com/carerstrust/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CarersTrust
https://www.linkedin.com/company/carers-trust/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Connected Project is a Go ON NI project which aims to provide 
digital inclusion to the digitally excluded for a minimum of 6 months.  

 

The online training and support will be provided throughout the 6 
months by Libraries NI, Supporting Communities and the BITC/Go ON 

NI Digital Help Service. 
 

The project will supply participants with a Lenovo tablet along with a 5GB data 
allowance for 6 months with the understanding that they engage in online 

training via the link below: 
Application is via: https://form.jotform.com/igniteit/connected 

 

 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/igniteit/connected


 

 

 
 

 

Course Date Time 
Health Awareness  
(1 session + Test pm same day) 

 

Tuesday  
23 February  

10.00 am – 12.30 pm 

Skills in the Workplace 
(6 sessions) 

 

Wednesday 
24 February  

10.00 am – 11.00 am 

Office Skills 
(8 Sessions) 

 

Monday  
1 March  

10.00 am – 11.00 am 

Confidence & Motivational 

Workshop 
(1 session) 

Tuesday  
2 March 

10.00 am – 11.00 am 

 

You will be able to access our Newsletters and other information on our website: 
www.networkpersonnel.org.uk. 
 
We are continuing to deliver our services to our clients from the safety of their 
homes.  We are also continuing to provide online training, and helping to support 
people back into work.  
 
If anyone requires assistance to update their CV, look for work, attain a 
qualification, start a business, or, need assistance with employability support for 
their teams during a redundancy, please contact us via: 
 
•  Telephone: 028 7963 1032     •  Email: info@networkpersonnel.org.uk 

 

Shauna Kelly - Jobmatch Co-ordinator:    

Tel: 028 7963 1032 Mobile: 07855108628     

Shauna Kelly Shauna.Kelly@networkpersonnel   

 

 

 

http://www.networkpersonnel.org.uk/
mailto:info@networkpersonnel.org.uk
mailto:Shauna.Kelly@networkpersonnel


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Could YOU be a  
Short Breaks Carer? 

 

The Short Breaks service is designed to provide short breaks, within a family setting, for 
children & young people with disabilities, were it has been assessed that their 

parents/carers require a break from their caring responsibilities. Short Breaks can be 
anything from a few hours a day once a month to overnight stays in the short break carers 

home. 
 

Our current Short Break carers are people from a variety of backgrounds who are 
compassionate, caring & willing to open their homes to provide short breaks to children and 
young people with a disability. Carers may own or rent their home, work or receive benefits 
and may or may not have children of their own, carers may be married, cohabiting or single. 

 
Our current waiting list consists of children who urgently require short breaks but we do not 
have enough carers to meet this need. To become a Short Breaks carer you do not need 
any specific skills or qualifications just the willingness to make a positive difference to a 
child’s life. We offer allowances, training, dedicated support and flexibility around your 

schedule. 
 

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic we URGENTLY require more Carers than ever 
before given the pressures that parents are currently facing. 

We welcome all enquiries.  If you would like further information please contact a 
member of the Short Breaks team today!  We would love to hear from you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Breaks Team: 

T: 028 37 564350  

E: shortbreaks.team@southerntrust.hscni.net  
W: https://southerntrust.hscni.net/service/children-with-disabilities/short-breaks-team/  

 

https://southerntrust.hscni.net/service/children-with-disabilities/short-breaks-team/


 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Hi Community Groups!   
 
My name is Fionnuala Mc Grath and I am the Member 
Pioneer for Co op Moy/Fivemiletown.    
 
My role is to liaise with and link together community 
groups in this area.  Co op have community funds / 
causes and can provide help in a range of ways, to 
causes local to them.  
 
I am new to this post and this is a shout out to any 

groups who would like to get in touch.  We have a network called cooperate where 
you can advertise for volunteers or publicise your cause or events. 
 
All community work is funded by our membership spending.  We also work through 
foodshare for local covid groups and foodbanks. 
If you wish to make contact   Mob. 07966777060 / fionnuala.mcgrath@coop.co.uk  
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 

mailto:fionnuala.mcgrath@coop.co.uk


 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

óFinding the Medicine in stories of suffering, transformation, and peace.ô 

Teya Sepinuck  

#ComeEngage with Theatre of Witness (TOW)     

Workshops are now available online for free as part of #DigitalPlayhouse   

Theatre of Witness is a form of testimonial performance performed by people 
sharing their personal and collective stories of suffering, transformation and peace. 
The work brings people together across divides of difference to bear witness to 
truth, healing and reconciliation.  

In response to Covid-19, Theatre of Witness performers took part in online training 
to enable them to facilitate workshops online. Workshops can be adapted to suit the 
needs of the group. 

Engage with performers and storytellers from all sides and realties of The Troubles 
to explore the path to healing from conflict. Workshops enable the performers to 
screen video footage of their original Theatre of Witness production and talk about 
their experiences. The workshops are also give the opportunity for participants to 
ask questions about things that are rarely spoken about.  

Who are the performers in TOW?  Performers include former police officers, 
paramilitaries and relatives of those killed or injured.   

What age are the workshops for?   Age 14+ 

How long do they last for?  Approx 2hr s 

Group Size?  TOW can be adapted to meet the needs of the group 

Workshops:  Free to residents of Northern Ireland  

For more information or to book a workshop contact  kierans@derryplayhouse.com  

                    ñThese are the moving stories history books miss..." 

"It was a privilege to hear and engage with real inspiring peacemakers..."  

ñThe testimony of the participants was very honest and diverse, and fascinated 
the young people 

Participants Quotes  

 

 

 

mailto:kierans@derryplayhouse.com


 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Building Leaders, Building Peace: 
A Grassroots Leadership Programme 

 
The programme aims to support the development of emerging community leaders whose work 
is focussed on the regeneration of interfaces and/or communities where peacebuilding and 

regeneration efforts are needed.  It will help develop their confidence and capacity to address division, segregation, 
prejudice and hate; issues which impact on community cohesion and hold communities back.   
It has been designed and will be facilitated by Community Foundation Northern Ireland, an organisation with a long-
standing history steeped in peacebuilding and conflict transformation activities.   
 

Annually, the programme will target 15-20 individuals coming from a range of communities across Northern 
Ireland.  Each programme will last 9-12 months, and participants will commit to a range of support and 
development opportunities including: 
 

 Completion of an accredited training programme such as an ILM Level 5 in Leadership & Management, sourced by 

CFNI and delivered by highly experienced facilitators and trainers (training is likely to take circa six months to complete 

and will incorporate online/face to face learning, completion of assignments/workbooks, tutorials etc) 

 Monthly one-to-one mentoring provided by highly qualified and experienced mentors/coaches and community leaders.  

Mentoring will take place throughout the programme and will support participants to explore and develop their individual 

leadership style and skills (mentoring will require a minimum commitment of 1hr per month, potentially 2 hrs in some 

months) 

 Study visits to develop peace building and leadership knowledge and understanding (social distancing guidelines 

permitting)   

 Opportunities for bespoke learning and development based on participant’s needs (where CFNI budget can facilitate 

this) 

 Regular thematic workshops facilitated by experienced practitioners across a range of areas such as self-care & 

resilience in community activism, transformative leadership, conflict management etc., (participant commitment will 

require participation on at least five workshops during the programme lasting from 1.5 hrs to 2 hrs per workshop)  

 Networking, not only with fellow participants, but with a range of organisations and agencies across the region (social 

distancing guidelines permitting)  

 Opportunities to participate in thematic workshops, webinars, conferences and learning through CFNI partner 

organisations including the Social Change Initiative  

 Development of and leading on a Leadership in Action project, funded by the programme, linked to needs within their 

local community and connected to projects being developed by their peers on the programme cohort  

 Regular review and evaluation of personal progression, setting of individual leadership goals and milestones, sharing 

learning and development with CFNI  

Participant Criteria 
 Participants will be 18 years and over 

 They must be committed to completing all elements of the programme and have considered the time commitment to 

same before expressing an interest (refer programme elements above)  

 They will have a keen desire to challenge themselves and to build their resilience and confidence to help transform local 

communities 

 They will have a willingness to work with people from across political and religious divides and view this as an 

opportunity to learn, develop and grow 

 They will have been involved in some form of conflict transformation and/or peace building work in the last 12-24 months, 

either in a voluntary or paid capacity 

 They will have the full support of the community-based organisation they are linked to (Community Foundation NI will 

contact respective community organisations to confirm their support, especially in cases where the participant is an 

employee).   

Timeframes 
Recruitment for the 2021 cohort of participants will complete on Friday 19 March 2020.  After completing an 
expression of interest and submitting to CFNI no later than 12pm on 12

th
 March 2021, participants will be invited to 

meet with a member of the programme team to further explore their readiness and compatibility.   
For the first six months of 2021, it is highly likely the programme will be delivered predominantly via online platforms 
such as Zoom, Google Teams etc.  CFNI will adhere to all recommended social distancing guidelines in relation to 
health and safety.   Participants must be prepared to learn and develop in this way.      
 
Each programme will commence with induction and team building with programme peers and a ‘meet the mentors’ 
workshop. Interested participants must complete a programme Expression of Interest and return to 
lorraine@communityfoundationni.org on or before 12pm on Friday 12

th
 March 2021.  All participants will 

complete an in-depth baseline assessment upon entry onto the programme and this will be discussed with 
them.   
 
For further information please contact Lorraine Morrissey McCann via email: 
lorraine@communityfoundationni.org  
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Draft Programme 
for Government 
Consultation 
Webinar 
 
Wednesday 24 February  
10am to 11am 
 

Officials from the Executive Office will deliver a short 
presentation on the PfG draft framework of outcomes and some initial thoughts on indicative 
actions.  
There will be an opportunity to ask questions and raise issues with officials.   The draft 
Programme for Government can be found at: https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-

programme-government-draft-outcomes-framework 
 
NB: The consultation closes on 22 March 2021. To register for the RCN webinar, email 

teresa@ruralcommunitynetwork.org  or telephone 028 8676 6670 before Tuesday 23 

February 2021. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RCN wishes to recruit for the following post 
 

Project Coordinator – National Lottery Heritage Fund Project 

http://www.ruralcommunitynetwork.org/about/recruitment.aspx 

 
Closing date is noon, Friday, 26th February 2021 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ANNUAL RETURNS!!! 
The Charity Commission is encouraging all grantees and 
charities going through the application/assessment 
process to complete their Annual Monitoring Return and 

submit to Charity Commission for Northern Ireland  
Charity Commission NI will not be sending out reminders to charities to submit their returns due to 
the Court of Appeal ruling. However, in order to obtain funding from Halifax Foundation for Northern 
Ireland and other funders, it is a requirement that your paperwork is up to date with CCNI. Please 
ensure you file your returns as normal, and on time.   For further information, please visit CCNI 
website on https://www.charitycommissionni.org.uk/news/legal-update/    COSTA is providing 
assistance to local groups – contact us: Tel: 028 855 56880 or email: info.costa@btconnect.com  
 

 

Charities working in rural areas to support the education of young people 
or relief of poverty can apply for grants of up to £50,000. The funding is 
available for mainly larger projects that would have a significant impact 
upon rural economies.  
Projects supported in the past have ranged from City farms, Federations 
of Young Farmers Clubs and farming Community Networks. The funding 
is being made available through the NFU Mutual Charitable Trust.  

For further information visit https://www.nfumutual.co.uk/about-
us/charitable-trust/recent-initiatives/  
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Useful Links 
 

 

NICVA      
Link to NICVA’s Funding information Page: 
https://www.nicva.org/covid19/funding-and-fundraising-covid19  

 
 

NI Direct  
Extremely comprehensive information website for all citizens on 
all NI Government Services: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/ 
                                                                                                                                   

If your finances are affected by the outbreak visit: 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-and-benefits 
 

 
For the latest news and guidance from DAERA in relation to 
COVID-19 please visit https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-
pages/daera-and-covid-19 

 

Consumer Council NI  
Coronavirus: Consumer and Scams Advice for Northern Ireland Consumers: 
www.consumercouncil.org.uk/coronavirus  

  
 

 

MUDC Community Response Hub                    
& Interactive Map 
MUDC Residents can now access community support near them 
with the click of a button, via Mid Ulster District Council's 
interactive online map and community response hub.  
The online hub provides details of the many local groups and 
organisations offering help including community groups, food 

banks, pharmacies delivering prescriptions and local shops offering food delivery services.   
Access the community response hub here: https://mid-ulster-council-covid-19-response-
midulster.hub.….  
 
 

Job Centre On-line 
There are many employment opportunities out there at 
present with many employers urgently seeking workers:  
https://www.jobcentreonline.com/JCOLFront/Home.aspx  

 
 

NI Business Info 
For very comprehensive information on the full range of support 
and grants for Businesses under Covid-19:  

https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/campaign/coronavirus-
updates-support-your-business  
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Click here to access the Helplines NI Website: 
https://helplinesni.com/  

______________________________________ 

 

 

A number of helplines have been established in response 
to coronavirus and are providing topic specific information 

and advice in relation to COVID-19, e.g. befriending 
helplines, COVID-19 Community Helpline.  

 

Click here to access Covid-19 specific Helplines:  
https://covidwellbeingni.info/helplines.html  
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Re-opening of Community  

Halls & Venues 

 

COSTA in conjunction with CWSAN and the Mid Ulster Rural 
Community Development Support Service (RCDSS) have developed 

information packs to help community venues reopen.  
 

We are aware that for many people government rules on social 
distancing, as well as the activities that are permitted to take place in our 

community buildings are complicated, frequently changing and can be 
hard to interpret for venues, many of whom are run by local volunteers. 

 

COSTA has developed a number of information sheets and 
resources in conjunction with the other Rural Networks.   
If you would like to receive a copy and / or would like any 

assistance please contact us at info.costa@btconnect.com  

 

We hope this information will prove useful to you in ensuring a safe 
return to operation by your group. 
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FREE COSTA WORKSHOPS  
 
 

 
 

AVAILABLE TO LOCAL GROUPS 
 
 

 ‘Planning & Holding an AGM & Meetings during Covid-19’ Information 
Workshop (practical support also available on request). 
 

  ‘Charity Registration & Annual Returns’ Information Workshop (practical 
support also available on request). 

 

 ‘Good Ltd Company & Director Governance’ – Available to groups on 
request (particularly suitable for Directors & Ltd Companies). 

 

 ‘Good Governance & Committee Skills’ – Available to groups on request 
(particularly suitable for newer / grass roots groups). 

 

 ‘Funding Readiness’ – Available to groups on request (suitable for all). 
 

 ‘Promoting Social Inclusion’ – Available to groups on request (suitable for all 
groups / orgs). 

 

 ‘Preparing for Sustainability’ Workshop’ – Available to groups on request. 
(Helpful guidance for groups and halls aiming for greater future sustainability). 

 

 ‘Ensuring GDPR Good Practice’ Workshop – Available to groups on request.  
(Helping small groups to ensure compliance and good practice in Data 
Protection).   

 
 

Many more – ask us any time if you have a need or request. 
 
 

Contact Loraine Griffin @ COSTA - if we are not in the office leave a 

message or email us and we will get back to you as soon as possible 
 

 
 

Tel: 028 855 56880 or E-mail:  info.costa@btconnect.com 
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COSTA  

 

Charity Registration 
& 

Annual Returns Service 

 
COSTA is available to provide local groups with very 

practical and FREE: 
 

• Support & guidance regarding the processes. 
• Helping you fully prepare in advance. 
• Assisting with all documentation required. 
• Scanning and uploading of all documents (pdf).  
• Assistance to fully complete Charity Registration 

applications and Annual Returns.  
• Information Workshops and One-to One support 

sessions to build capacity of your group. 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Virtual COSTA 'Open Door Support Days' 

COSTA will also soon be running our new virtual 'Open 
Door Support Days'.  These will be on-line one-to-one 
support sessions via   or on the phone to provide 
our services and supports to groups right across the 
Dungannon and South Tyrone area of Mid Ulster. 

 

Contact COSTA  
for more information or to book: 

 
Tel: 028 855 56880  

 
or email: info.costa@btconnect.com 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
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COSTA Covid-19 Recovery to a New Normal 
 

COSTA will be continuing to assist local groups to work towards 
‘normality’ via provision of templates, guidance, information, 
funding information, on-line training sessions, virtual ‘Open Door 
Days’, and we are always available via phone 028 855 56880 and 
email info.costa@btconnect.com  
 

 

 
 

V Covid ‘Recovery Packs’ for Groups / Community Venues / Halls 
V Risk Assessments, Covid Plans & Templates 
V Assistance with Zoom Meetings / Getting On-line 
V Grant Tracker / Funding Searches 
V Funding Application support 
V CCNI Charity Registration 
V CCNI Charity Annual Returns 
V Information & Updates  
V Guidance 
V Signposting  
V Training / Info Sessions & Governance (very wide variety of topics)  
V Much more on request ….. 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Follow our FaceBook Pages                                                    
important information posted daily:   

Costa Costa                 
https://www.facebook.com/costa.network/ 

& 

COSTA Community Organisations of South Tyrone          
& Areas                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/COSTA-Community-Organisations-of-South-Tyrone-Areas-
595993680543963/  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/costa.network/
https://www.facebook.com/COSTA-Community-Organisations-of-South-Tyrone-Areas-595993680543963/
https://www.facebook.com/COSTA-Community-Organisations-of-South-Tyrone-Areas-595993680543963/


 

 

To keep fully up-to-date 
with the latest Newsletters, 
Funding Bulletins, Grants, 
Guidance, Information and 

Events go to our 
 
 

    Coronavirus / COVID-19 
Response & Recovery Hub:  

 
 

www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org  

 
 

 

PPE Supplies - BuySupplyNI 

Northern Ireland companies are now able to source a number of 
supplies of PPE and social distancing products from the BuySupplyNI 
portal. The existing site which services the manufacturing industry has 
been adapted, to provide a means to match buyers with local 
suppliers throughout Northern Ireland to access the products needed 
to return to work safely. 

BuySupplyNI now features a dedicated Covid-19 Supplies section for 
suppliers and buyers across all industry sectors to register for free and 
upload the products they can supply or detail the products they 
require. This is a NI-wide initiative and with participation from 
Northern Ireland companies it can be developed to fill the current and 
growing need for PPE and other social distancing supplies during the 
pandemic. 

The link to register for the Covid-19 Supplies section is: 
www.buysupplyni.com/covid-19-supplies-register 

If you have any queries or questions please contact the team at: 
T: 028 2563 3562 or E: buysupplyni@midandeastantrim.gov.uk 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Stay Safe at Work & in Halls / Public Spaces 
 

The government, in consultation with 
industry, has produced guidance to help 

make sure workplaces and public spaces 
– including Community Halls - are as safe 

as possible. 
 

Read the guidance and listen to the webinar recordings to make sure 
that you're working safely.  

 

You can also watch safer workplace case studies to see how a range 
of workplace settings are returning to work safely.  

_____________________________________________________ 
 

     For the latest news and guidance from 
DAERA in relation to COVID-19 please 
visit: https://www.daera- 

ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/daera-and-covid-19  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Remember  
social distancing  

  

Always 
Farm 
Safe! 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kind regards and stay safe everyone  ; ) 
 

COSTA is funded by 
Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) through DAERA’s Rural Community Development Support Service 

(RCDSS) 
Tackling Rural Poverty & Social Isolation Programme and Mid Ulster District Council                                                                                                                         

The European Union’s PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) 
   

          Registered Company in Northern Ireland No: NI 42832              Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC101598       
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