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CWSAN & COSTA will be
advising and supporting
local Groups applications

DAERA Rural Micro Capital Grant Scheme 2021
Now Opening Friday 1st October 2021
The Application process will change substantially this year again
we strongly recommend attendance at a Pre-Application Workshop
This Scheme is funded under the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs Tackling Rural Poverty and Social Isolation Programme (TRPSI).
Micro Capital grants of between £200 and £1,500 are available to rural communityled, voluntary organisations for projects tackling issues of local poverty and / or
social isolation. The total project cost This Scheme is funded under the Department
of Agriculture, Environment and Rural must not exceed £3,000.
Projects must clearly address an issue of rural poverty and / or social isolation.
Applicants must provide a minimum of 15% match funding.
The Rural Micro Capital Grant Scheme 2021 has been designed to:
• Help rural community-led, voluntary groups to address local issues of access
poverty, financial poverty and social isolation; and
• Improve the lives of rural communities, and in particular the wellbeing of isolated
individuals.
Projects must focus on ONE of the following three themes:
• Modernisation (of premises / assets)
• Information Communication Technology (ICT)
• Health and Wellbeing
In recognising the impact of Covid-19, and the need for investment to reopen and
safely operate venues, eligible costs may include structural alterations. Furthermore,
goods which have a degree of permanence (anticipated to have a life beyond 1 year)
or can be permanently affixed to the venue can also be considered eligible.

Mid Ulster CWSAN & COSTA)
*NB all workshops may be subject to change – max 30 attendees per Workshop

Rural Micro Capital Grant Scheme 2021
Pre-Application Workshops for Mid Ulster area
Pre application workshop 1 Monday 4th Oct at 7:30pm
Pre application workshop 2 Tuesday 5th Oct at 2:00pm
Pre application workshop 3 Wednesday 6th Oct at 11:30am
Pre application workshop 4 Thursday 7th Oct at 7:30pm
Please register by e-mailing Marguerite at: microgrants@cwsan.org

High Street Scheme
'Spend Local'
Pre-paid Card
(£100 Voucher)
As part of the Executive’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) recovery programme, if you are
resident in Northern Ireland and are aged 18 or over, you are eligible to apply to
receive a £100 Spend Local pre-paid card to spend in local businesses across
Northern Ireland.
Online applications will open on 27 September and close on 25 October.
You can apply for yourself, or you can arrange for another person to make an
application on your behalf.
Click here to access the NI Direct Website, full information and frequently asked
questions: High Street scheme - 'Spend Local' pre-paid card | nidirect

This
is
the
link
to
start
the
online
https://service.spendlocalni.com/DFEVoucher/apply/#/

application:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For all the latest Guidance &
Advice on Covid-19
Click here:
Coronavirus (COVID-19) | nidirect

Community Update
Statistics: On 14 September 2021 the Commission had details of 6,504
charities listed on its website.
Commission address: The Commission has moved to a new office.
The new address for the Commission effective from 23 July 2021
is: Marlborough House, Central Way, Craigavon, BT64 1AD. In
keeping with current guidance form the Assembly Commission
staff continue, for the most part, to work remotely.
Call forward list: The Commission has published a list of the
organisations which it anticipates calling forward to apply for charity
registration for the period September 2021 to early 2022. You can view
the list here.
Commission Facebook page: The Commission has launched a new
Facebook page, where it will share information and updates with the
public. The page will work alongside the Commission's website
www.charitycommissionni.org.uk and other social media forums such as
Twitter (@CharityCommNI) and LinkedIn, to support the Commission’s
external communications.
Signing up for the Commission newsletter: The Commission has made it
easier to sign up to its newsletter. Anyone who wishes to receive a copy
of the newsletter can fill in the form located here and they will be
automatically added to the mailing list. Please circulate this to anyone
who might be interested.

COSTA strongly encourages groups to maintain all records and to
ensure that CCNI Annual Returns and Charity Registrations are
kept up-to-date and completed before the deadline.

Contact COSTA for any information, support or assistance
required:
Tel: 028 855 56880 or E-mail: info.costa@btconnect.com

Fantastic opportunities - Live Here Love Here in partnership with DAERA & Belfast
Harbour.
Rural Community Pollinator Grants – NOW LIVE!
Live Here Love Here are pleased to announce the opening of the Rural Community
Pollinator grants, provided by DAERA. The grants are for the development of rural
pollinator gardens and are open to community groups, schools and non-government
organisations. £3000-£12000 is available per project. Project sites must be within an
area of less than 5000 inhabitants and are up to 95% of the cost of a project. The
grants opened 15th September and will close 11th October. Please promote the grants to
your rural networks.
Information and how to apply can be found here https://liveherelovehere.etinu.net/cgibin/generic?instanceID=69 If you have any queries, please get in touch.
Marine Litter Grants
These grants help tackle marine litter by funding capital projects to keep litter out of the
marine environment. Grants are open to Councils, businesses, schools and community
groups. The programme closes 27th September. There has been a high level of interest
in the grants and there is still time to make an application.
More
information
can
be
found
here
https://liveherelovehere.etinu.net/cgibin/generic?instanceID=66
Healthy Oceans Healthy Minds
This programme is now live with events happening along the Antrim and Down coastline.
In partnership with Belfast Harbour, Live Here Love Here are supporting local litterpicking
groups to take part in the International Coastal Clean Up 18 &19th September and
community celebrations on 25&26th September. The programme has received widespread
media coverage and has inspired people to organise or join local events. Details of events
can be found here: https://liveherelovehere.etinu.net/cgi-bin/generic?instanceID=57

Coalisland Training Services
Tel: 028 8774 8512
Fax: 028 8774 8695

www.coalislandtrainingservices.co.uk

To apply: https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/developing-women-in-the-community
E-mail: FreshStart@communities-ni.gov.uk

The Building Better Sports Facilities programme will invest in all aspects of a
sports facility’s infrastructure with a view to improving operational efficiency
leading to increased participation capacity. The overall aim of the programme
is to contribute towards the delivery of increased, inclusive and safe sustained
participation in sport and physical recreation.
While Sport NI has traditionally focused on investing in the actual playing
facility e.g. pitch, hall, wicket, court etc. Recent research has identified a need
to take a more holistic approach to sports infrastructure development. This
holistic approach would include the development of changing rooms, toilets,
carparks, pathway and ancillary facilities that benefit all users of the facility.
Sports clubs (affiliated to a Sport Northern Ireland recognised governing body
of sport); and Community sports organisations are eligible to apply.
Applications can be made Sport NI’s Internet Grants Applications Manager
(IGAM) portal.
Further information and guidance notes on the programme can be found
here. If you require any clarification regarding the information provided in
these guidance notes or advice/guidance concerning the questions within the
application you can contact: BuildingBetterSportsFacilities@sportni.net
Applications close at 12pm on Monday 4th October 2021.

We know that volunteers have been at the forefront of the response to COVID. However,
volunteer involving organisations have had to change what they do and how they involve
volunteers to adapt to COVID restrictions.
The pandemic has changed how many people think about volunteering and we need to learn
lessons from the past so that we can prepare to involve volunteers in the future.
The conference will be the first opportunity to hear the findings from the UK-wide Mobilising
Voluntary Action research on the impact of the pandemic on volunteering.
Join Volunteer Now on Thursday 2 December 2021, 10am-3pm, as we hear from leading experts
from across the world.

You can view the programme for the day and book your place here –
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/learning-from-today-prepared-fortomorrow-conference/cid_0/

Recruitment Exercise to Launch for the Board of Department for
Infrastructure (DfI), Department for the Economy (DfE), and Driver and
Vehicle Agency (DVA).
The Department for Infrastructure (DfI), Department for the Economy (DfE) and the Driver and
Vehicle Agency (DVA) will soon be advertising an open competition to recruit 4 Non-Executive
Members to their Boards.
For your reference, a copy of a flyer which provides some more detail on the appointments has
been enclosed. Please use the link below from 23rd September 2021 to access the competition
documents, including the Candidate Information Booklet and the application form. A criteria
based selection process will be used for these appointments and applicants will be expected to
demonstrate their ability, experience and skills across a number of competences.
Women, younger people, people with a disability and ethnic minority communities are currently
under represented on our Boards and so applications from these groups would be particularly
welcome. Applications are also invited from people who have gained suitable experience from
within the community or voluntary sectors. Applications will be welcomed from all sections of the
community. http://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/recruitment-non-executive-board-members
If you have any questions regarding the recruitment process please do not hesitate to contact the
DfI, DfE and DVA NEM Recruitment Team at - nemrecruitment@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Applications available for both these courses online www.firststepswomenscentre.org/apply

Email:
Maxine.mclean@networkpersonnel.org.uk

Register on Eventbrite:
https://bit.ly/DyingToTalkTicketswww.fermanaghomagh.com/community/
agefriendly

Positive Ageing Month 2021
Calendar of Events

Please see web link for some of the free sessions running this October in
Mid Ulster for Positive Ageing month.
The remainder of sessions will be shared via our social media channels
throughout the month of October
Click here to access to full Calendar of events over the next few
weeks:
Events Listing | Mid Ulster District Council (midulstercouncil.org)
Please feel free to share
Kind regards
Raisa Donnelly
Age Friendly Co-ordinator
Mid Ulster District Council | Ballyronan Road | Magherafelt | BT45 6EN
Tel: 03000 132 132

Recruitment
Training and Development Manager
Ref: TDM09/2021
Salary: NJC Scale PO2 (£32,910 -£35,745) + 6% Employer’s pension contribution
Working Hours: 35 hours per week
Contract: 1 year fixed-term (Further extension anticipated, subject to confirmation
of funding)
Location: CDHN Office with flexibility to work from home. Travel within NI as
required.
We have created this exciting new post of Training and Development Manager and
we would love to hear from you if you feel you would be suitable for this position.
The post holder will manage the effective integration and delivery of the
organisation’s training and development work and will lead CDHN's regional
training and development team. They will promote a suite of training and
development programmes designed to meet the diverse needs of our membership,
providing progression routes for community development workers, volunteers and
allied health and social care practitioners. This will involve working in partnership
with funders, key stakeholders and delivery partners to ensure the effective delivery
of the Elevate community development and capacity building programme and other
bespoke training models.
A full application pack is available to download below.
Closing Date/Time: Thursday 7th October (12noon)
Personnel Specification - Training and Development Manager final.pdf
Job Description - Training and Development Manager Sept 21 final.pdf
CDHN Monitoring form.docx
About CDHN.docx
Application Form Training and Development Manager Final.docx

Rural Community
Network NI
Events
Click here to book Tea at Ten:
RCN Members 'Tea at Ten' Catch
Up Tickets, Wed 6 Oct 2021 at
10:00 | Eventbrite

Celebrating our
diverse heritage
A range of online
events exploring
topics such as
audience
engagement,
cultural diversity
and sustainability
in the heritage
sector. It’s an
opportunity to
meet others,
share knowledge
and learn about
what’s
happening
across Northern
Ireland.
Most of the
events are from
7 – 8pm

Click here to
book: Heritage
on the Ground
Tickets,
Multiple Dates
| Eventbrite

https://ni.stresscontrol.org/stress-control/

________________________________________________________________________________

Please see below a list of events taking place in libraries in the next
few months: Events (librariesni.org.uk)
For other News: News (librariesni.org.uk)

Website: www.librariesni.org.uk
________________________________________________________________________________

Community Foundation NI
Currently have a number of funds
OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS:
Please find below the link to our grants page for further details:
https://communityfoundationni.org/achieving-impact/available-grants/

http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply

SUSE+ South West College
Please find attached the current SUSE+ Premiere Skills
Academy poster, SUSE+ Employability Programme
leaflet and a link to our Facebook page for your
information and circulation.

For the latest information you can view at
SUSE+ Mid Ulster | Facebook

To book a free training session click here:

Suicide Prevention | Fresh Minds Education |
Emotional Health Training UK
________________________________________________________________

Always
Farm SAFE!

The Connected Project is a Go ON NI project which aims to provide digital
inclusion to the digitally excluded for a minimum of 6 months.
The online training and support is be provided throughout the 6 months by
Libraries NI, Supporting Communities and the BITC/Go ON NI Digital Help
Service.
The project will supply participants with a Lenovo tablet along with a 5GB data
allowance for 6 months with the understanding that they engage in online
training via the link below:
Application is via: https://form.jotform.com/igniteit/connected

For a listing
of all
Libraries NI
online /
Zoom
Classes
available
click here:

Events
(librariesni.o
rg.uk)

Mid Ulster Seniors Network Information Leaflet –
full of great contacts and information.
If groups would like hard copies to collect and distribute in
their own local areas (we can arrange drop-offs) contact
COSTA to arrange: Tel: 028 855 56880 or email:
info.costa@btconnect.com

Useful Links
NICVA
Link to NICVA’s Funding information Page:
https://www.nicva.org/covid19/funding-and-fundraising-covid19

NI Direct
Extremely comprehensive information website for all citizens
on all NI Government Services: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
If your personal finances are affected visit:
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-and-benefits

For the latest news and funding information from
DAERA please visit Grants and funding | Department of
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (daera-ni.gov.uk)

Consumer Council NI
Coronavirus: Consumer and Scams Advice for Northern Ireland
Consumers: www.consumercouncil.org.uk/coronavirus

MUD Council Community Response
Hub & Interactive Map
MUDC Residents can now access community support near them
with the click of a button, via Mid Ulster District Council's
interactive online map and community response hub.
The online hub provides details of the many local groups and
organisations offering help including community groups, food
banks, pharmacies delivering prescriptions and local shops offering food delivery services.
Access the community response hub here: https://mid-ulster-council-covid-19-responsemidulster.hub.….

Job Centre On-line
There are many employment opportunities out there
at present with many employers urgently seeking
workers: https://www.jobcentreonline.com/JCOLFront/Home.aspx

NI Business Info
For very comprehensive information on the full range of
support and grants for Businesses under Covid-19:
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/campaign/coronavirus-updates-support-your-business
NI Business Grants Finder: Northern Ireland business support finder | nibusinessinfo.co.uk

Click here to access the Helplines NI Website:
https://helplinesni.com/

___________________________________

A number of helplines have been established in
response to coronavirus and are providing topic
specific information and advice in relation to COVID19, e.g. befriending helplines, COVID-19 Community
Helpline.

Click here to access Covid-19 specific
Helplines:
https://covidwellbeingni.info/helplines.html

Re-opening of Community
Halls & Venues
COSTA in conjunction with CWSAN and the Mid Ulster Rural
Community Development Support Service (RCDSS) have
developed information to help community venues reopen.
We are aware that for many people government rules on social
distancing, as well as the activities that are permitted to take
place in our community buildings are complicated, frequently
changing and can be hard to interpret for venues, many of whom
are run by local volunteers.

COSTA has developed a number of information
sheets and resources in conjunction with the other
Rural Networks.
If you would like to receive a copy and / or would like
any assistance please contact us at
info.costa@btconnect.com
We hope this information will prove useful to you in ensuring a
safe return to operation by your group.

FREE COSTA WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLE TO LOCAL GROUPS
‘Planning & Holding an AGM & Meetings during Covid-19’
Information Workshop (practical support also available on request).
‘Charity Registration & Annual Returns’ Information Workshop
(practical support also available on request).
‘Good Ltd Company & Director Governance’ – Available to groups on
request (particularly suitable for Directors & Ltd Companies).
‘Good Governance & Committee Skills’ – Available to groups on
request (particularly suitable for newer / grass roots groups).
‘Funding Readiness’ – Available to groups on request (suitable for all).
‘Promoting Social Inclusion’ – Available to groups on request (suitable
for all groups / orgs).
‘Preparing for Sustainability’ Workshop’ – Available to groups on
request. (Helpful guidance for groups and halls aiming for greater future
sustainability).
‘Ensuring GDPR Good Practice’ Workshop – Available to groups on
request. (Helping small groups to ensure compliance and good practice
in Data Protection).

Many more …
Ask us any time if you have a need or request.
Tel: 028 855 56880 or E-mail:
info.costa@btconnect.com

COSTA
Charity Registration
&
Annual Returns Service
COSTA is available to provide local groups with very
practical and FREE:
•
•
•
•
•

Support & guidance regarding the processes.
Helping you fully prepare in advance.
Assisting with all documentation required.
Scanning and uploading of all documents (pdf).
Assistance to fully complete Charity
Registration applications and Annual Returns.
• Information Workshops and One-to One support
sessions to build capacity of your group.
____________________________________________________

Virtual COSTA 'Open Door Support Days'
COSTA will also soon be running our new virtual 'Open
Door Support Days'. These will be on-line one-to-one
support sessions via Zoom or on the phone to provide our
services and supports to groups right across the
Dungannon and South Tyrone area of Mid Ulster.

Contact COSTA
for more information or to book:
Tel: 028 855 56880
or email: info.costa@btconnect.com

COSTA Covid-19 Recovery to a New Normal
COSTA will be continuing to assist local groups to work towards
‘normality’ via provision of templates, guidance, information,
funding information, on-line training sessions, virtual ‘Open Door
Days’, and we are always available via phone 028 855 56880 and
email info.costa@btconnect.com
 Covid ‘Recovery Packs’ for Groups / Community Venues / Halls
 Risk Assessments, Covid Plans & Templates
 Assistance with Zoom Meetings / Getting On-line
 Grant Tracker / Funding Searches
 Funding Application support
 CCNI Charity Registration
 CCNI Charity Annual Returns
 Information & Updates
 Guidance
 Signposting
 Training / Info Sessions & Governance (very wide variety of topics)
 Much more on request …..

________________________________________________________

Follow our FaceBook Pages
important information posted daily:
Costa Costa
https://www.facebook.com/costa.network/
&
COSTA Community Organisations of South
Tyrone
& Areas
https://www.facebook.com/COSTA-Community-Organisations-of-South-TyroneAreas-595993680543963/

To keep fully up-to-date with
the latest Newsletters,
Funding Bulletins, Grants,
Guidance, Information and
Events go to our
Coronavirus / COVID-19
Response & Recovery Hub:
www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org
For the latest news and guidance from
DAERA in relation to COVID-19 please
visit: https://www.daerani.gov.uk/landing-pages/daera-and-covid-19
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Remember
social distancing

Always
Farm
Safe!
__________________________________________________________________________________

Kind regards and stay safe everyone ; )
COSTA is funded by
Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) through DAERA’s Rural Community Development Support Service
(RCDSS)
Tackling Rural Poverty & Social Isolation Programme and Mid Ulster District Council
The European Union’s PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)
Registered Company in Northern Ireland No: NI 42832

Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland NIC101598

