
 

 
 

Would your Group  
like any assistance?  

Does your group have any Skills, Training, 
Support, Funding or Information needs?   

 

Outreach Service available 
Please contact COSTA  

Tel: 028 855 56880  
Email: info.costa@btconnect.com    

 
 
 

 

 

Your Local Rural Support Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

COSTA 
Rural Community 

Development 
Support Service 

   

 
 

  

We are delivering  
all our services  
contact us for 

assistance. 
 

Contact us  
at any time: 

Tel: 028 855 56880 
 

Email: info.costa@btconnect.com  
 

 www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org  
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Dear Member Groups 

COSTA and CWSAN will be contacting 
our groups very soon to enable fast and 

easy responses to this Framework… 

The single most important policy that will affect your community group over the next 

number of years has been drafted into a Rural Policy Framework which DAERA are now 

consulting upon.  

There is a short survey ( please see links below) and you will also have an opportunity to 

have your Rural Voice heard through face-to-face discussion and  online engagement with 

members of the Rural Policy and Delivery team within DAERA. 

The review of Rural policy and an analysis of what are the key challenges and opportunities that 

face rural people and communities is paramount to setting out future funding policy and direction 

for community and voluntary organisations like yours so it’s really important to feed into this 

consultation. Through community involvement in rural policy consultation in the past you were 

definitely able to shape and form programmes and funds which many of you have since availed 

of. 

The Framework aims to create a sustainable rural community where people want to live, work 

and be active and this will be your chance to influence it’s shape .  Any questions you may have 

in advance of you completing the consultation response via the online survey should be put to the 

officials through any of the virtual consultation events as listed below. 

DAERA would welcome any comments you wish to make on all of the proposals or on those 

issues that are of particular interest to you in the consultation. If you wish to take part in the 

consultation, once you have considered the proposals, you should respond online, through the 

survey which can be accessed here: 

Full consultation details are available at:  https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/rural-

policy-framework-northern-ireland-consultation 

A copy of the survey is also available for you to download at the following 

link: https://www.daera-

ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/20.21.042%20Rural%20Policy%20Framework%

20NI%20-%20Response%20Template%20final.PDF 

The consultation will run for an 8 week period from Wednesday 7 July 2021 and the deadline for 

responses to this consultation is Monday 6 September 2021. 

Please see attached letter from the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, 

advising you of the launch of this Consultation: Rural Policy Framework for Northern Ireland. 

Attachment:  Consultee Engagement Letter - Rural Policy Framework for NI.pdf 

Any queries or access difficulties please call us or email us on info.costa@btconnect.com  

 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/rural-policy-framework-northern-ireland-consultation
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/rural-policy-framework-northern-ireland-consultation
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mailto:info.costa@btconnect.com


 

The Electoral 
Canvass 2021 

 

Everyone must re-register to ensure they can  
vote in future. 

The Electoral Register is being totally refreshed this year so 
even if you were on it before you must re-register now to have 

a vote in future. 
Your vote matters – so don’t lost it. 

It can be done very quickly and easily online. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING  

• You can opt for the register that allows you to keep your address private, 
especially relevant to survivors of domestic abuse, stalking etc. 

• Households where existing electors are aged 75 or over will receive paper 
canvass registration forms for all electors at that address by post.  

• If you have an existing postal or proxy vote this will not be affected when 
you re-register unless you are changing address. If you are changing address 
you will need to apply for a new postal/proxy vote.  
Canvass information page - how to register: https://www.eoni.org.uk/Register-
To-Vote/Canvass-2021  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.eoni.org.uk/Register-To-Vote/Canvass-2021
https://www.eoni.org.uk/Register-To-Vote/Canvass-2021


 

For all the latest Guidance & Advice on Covid-19:  
Click here: Coronavirus (COVID-19) | nidirect 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19


 

How to get your Covid-19 Vaccination 

First dose vaccinations are available                                                      
from a series of walk-in mobile vaccination clinics                                            

right across Northern Ireland. 

Information here:                                                                                               
How to get your jab | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk) 

Southern HSC Trust Area: 

 Newtownhamilton Rural Hall (Beside St Michael’s GAA) 
Wednesday 11 August from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. 

 The Junction, Dungannon: Sunday 15 August from 9.30am to 
4.30pm. 

 Vaccine Certification - FAQs | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk) 

 Travel - FAQs | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk) 

 Vaccine jab appeal to young people – and their parents | Department of Health 

(health-ni.gov.uk) 

 Coronavirus bulletin | HSC Public Health Agency (hscni.net) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/how-get-your-jab-3
https://hscni.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bef1d013a5437899bf907edeb&id=e20db955d7&e=c98be1a256
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Health & Safety Executive  
Agriculture Safety Website 

Agriculture health and safety, farming industry help and advice (hse.gov.uk) 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/index.htm?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=agriculture&utm_term=intro&utm_content=ag-19-jul-21


 

Joint Government and Voluntary & 
Community Sector Forum 

 
On 23rd June, the first full meeting of 2021 of the Government and Voluntary & Community 
Sector Joint Forum (JF) was held online.   

Despite the virtual limitations this was a lively meeting with energised cross sectoral sharing and 
discussion.  Chaired by Anne-Marie McClure, Start 360 (JF Chair, VCS Panel), the Forum’s 
membership, which comprises 15 community and voluntary sector representatives from across 
the sector, and representatives from all NI central government departments and local government 
had a packed agenda to consider. 

Joint Forum Work Plan - Amongst the items under discussion was an updated Work 
Programme for the Forum which shall include work streams on: Tackling Bureaucracy in 
Government Funding; Maximising Social Value in Commissioning, Funding & Procurement 
processes; and Post Covid Recovery and Renewal.  Integral to this plan will be a work stream 
aimed at supporting relationship building and communication across the sectors. Throughout this 
new term, the Forums membership will also continue work on establishing the long-term vision 
and direction for the Joint Forum, including its structures and practices.   Once this work plan is 
finalised, the Forum will progress work on these issues through a series of joint 
sector/government task and finish groups 

Joint Forum Terms of Reference - In addition, the meeting included discussion and agreement 
of a new interim Terms of Reference for the Forum which details how members shall practically 
work together throughout this new term. 

Lessons & Learning from the COVID-19 Response - The agenda also included reflections 
from Sharron Russell, DfC and Public Sector/ Joint Forum Co Chair on ‘Lessons and Learning’ 
from the COVID-19  response, in particular how it has informed and influenced governments 
relationship with the community and voluntary sector and ways of working. 

What is Next?   The next full Joint Forum meeting is scheduled to take place in September 
2021 with a busy schedule of work being taken forward by the Joint Forum’s membership 
and it’s Secretariat in the interim. 

More information 
about the forum and 
its planned work is 
available via the 

NICVA website:  link. 
 

COSTA is 
represented on 
this forum so if 
you have anything 
you would like 
raised or fed-back 
please let us know: 
Tel: 028 855 56880 
or email: 
info.costa@btconnect.com 

 

 

 
 

https://www.nicva.org/article/joint-forum-between-the-government-and-the-voluntary-and-community-sector-meeting-23rd-june
mailto:info.costa@btconnect.com


 

 

 

CTS have the following 
training courses on  

Saturday 21
st

 August 
2021: 
 

08.30 Manual Handling 
11.00 Abrasive Wheels 
13.30 Confined Spaces Awareness 
 
One course is £40, two courses are reduced to £70 and three 
courses cost only £90.   CTS do not charge VAT.   
 
Courses are CITB approved and certificates valid for 3 years. 

 
If you would like to book or need anything else please let me 
know.   
 
If you would like to book a place please: Tel / email or          
social media: Michael Daly - Coalisland Training Services 

 
51 Dungannon Road 

Coalisland 
Co. Tyrone 
BT71 4HP 

T: 028 8774 8512      F: 028 8774 8695 

www.coalislandtrainingservices.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.coalislandtrainingservices.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Consumer Council 

Latest Travel Advice 
 

If you are heading away on holiday, it is more important 

than ever to be prepared. Each destination has different requirements that you need to be 

aware of before travelling. 

You may need to consider booking a COVID-19 test and completing a Passenger Locator 

Form for your country of travel. You also need to be mindful that the free NHS COVID-19 

test will not be accepted. 

When returning to Northern Ireland from abroad, you need to provide proof of a negative 

COVID-19 test result – even if you are fully vaccinated. You will also need to complete a 

Passenger Locator Form. 

More travel advice and guidance can be found on our website using the link below.  

COVID-19 Travel web page  

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://consumercouncil.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4dc5e7a950714b0e4b602294b&id=47c1c24bf1&e=aefdd978be


 
 
Please see below a list of events taking place in libraries in the next 

few months: Events (librariesni.org.uk) 

 
For other News:  News (librariesni.org.uk) 

 

Website: www.librariesni.org.uk 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Community Foundation NI 
 

 

Currently have a number of funds  
OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS:  

 
Please find below the link to our grants page for further details:    

https://communityfoundationni.org/achieving-impact/available-grants/ 
 

http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply 
 
 

 

 
Calling all service users and carers who care for someone with a 

physical disability in the Southern Health and Social Care Trust 

we need your help!!   
 

Please have your voice heard and influence SHSCT service 

improvement’s by clicking on the link below to the survey.  
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/hsc-southern-health-social-care-trust/service-user-and-carer-

satisfaction-survey-for-phy 
 

Survey closes on 13th August 2021. 
 

 

https://www.librariesni.org.uk/events/
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/news
http://www.librariesni.org.uk/
https://communityfoundationni.org/achieving-impact/available-grants/
http://www.communityfoundationni.org/apply
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/hsc-southern-health-social-care-trust/service-user-and-carer-satisfaction-survey-for-phy
https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/hsc-southern-health-social-care-trust/service-user-and-carer-satisfaction-survey-for-phy


 

 

AccessNI: What you need to know 

 

 
 

 

Volunteer Now have just launched a 

new publication to help familiarize 

organisations with the AccessNI 

registration process, the types of 

checks available and the information 

they disclose, and the definitions of 

regulated activity. 

Download a copy  

 
 

 

Key behaviours expected of fundraisers: 
guidance for fundraisers  

 

 
 

 

The Fundraising Regulator has 

published new guidance to help any 

person or organisation fundraising or 

planning to fundraise for a charitable 

cause to comply with the standards 

set out in the Code of Fundraising 

Practice.   

View the guidance  
 

 

 

 

Updated guide: Looking after someone - 
information and support for carers  

 

 
 

 

The updated 'Looking after someone’ 

guide is available for download on the 

Carers NI website. The guide outlines 

your rights as a carer and gives an 

overview of the practical and financial 

support available. 

 

Download the guide  

 

 

 

https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=3331493726&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=cdd1bdebb2&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=062dd3049d&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=22eebdeeb3&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=22eebdeeb3&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=2d75fb338f&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=c25e828907&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=7ddd49ee73&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=7ddd49ee73&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=55cb7dda65&e=bbb9427f65
https://nicva.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5838488b4625db6430a7f34bb&id=58c345cd47&e=bbb9427f65


 

BCM Housing Support for Older People provides a 
housing support service for those age 55+ 

 

BCM is one of Northern Ireland’s oldest 
charities, and works across N.I to help 

improve people’s lives.  Housing Support 
for Older People helps older people to 

maintain their independence in their own homes. 
Support can be provided with a range of housing issues, 

including home safety and security, adaptations, linking into 
your local community, benefit checks etc. 

The support is tailored for each individual person and provided 
by a dedicated support worker. The support is available for a 

period of up to two years. 
The support is available in the following areas: Armagh and 

Dungannon, Wider Craigavon and Newry. 
To make a referral contact Leona Larkham E-mail: 

llarkham@belfastcentralmission.org or Tel: 077 897 14970 
 

 

 

mailto:llarkham@belfastcentralmission.org


 

Beware of parcel delivery                      
scam messages 

With the increase in online shopping and sending 

parcels to loved ones, a growing scam involves an 

email or text message about a fake parcel delivery. 

The message or email asks you to click on a link to 

reschedule a delivery or pay a small fee to have an item delivered, and fraudsters 

use these details to scam you out of money. 

 

To help increase your knowledge and avoid being scammed, we have put 

together some top tips to help you stay safe: 

 Do not click on links in an email or text message – if you are genuinely 

expecting a delivery, contact the seller/sender directly to ask what parcel 

company they have used and when your order will be delivered. 

 Never share personal or banking information – such as your bank sort 

code, account number or password. 

 Check if the message is personal – does it include your first and last 

name? Does it refer to a genuine online order you recently placed? If not this 

is a sign it is probably a scam. 

 Watch out for spelling and grammar mistakes – this is often the sign of a 

scam. 

 Check the web address of the website you are being directed to – make 

sure the link matches the parcel company’s genuine website. 

 Report suspicious texts – forward suspicious texts to 7726 to report them 

to your operator. An easy way to remember this number is it spells SPAM on 

your keypad. 

Click on the link below for more tips on how to spot and avoid scams. 

Scam Web Page  

 

 

 

 

https://consumercouncil.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4dc5e7a950714b0e4b602294b&id=6b02dfdf63&e=aefdd978be


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The Careers Service 
 

The Careers Service continues to support young people and adults all across Northern Ireland. 
We provide a free, professional and impartial, all-age careers information, advice and guidance 
service, to help people make informed choices about education, employment and training. 
 
In particular, we help many young people each year to choose options for after GCSEs and A-
Levels, and support them in getting onto the first step of their career path. We also help adults 
who have been made redundant/are facing redundancy, are unemployed, and those considering 
upskilling or changing their career.  
 
The following video explains how the Careers Service can help you: How the Careers Service 
can help you - YouTube 

 

Careers Advisers continue to work remotely and can be contacted via Telephone, Email or 
Webchat, Mon-Fri, 9:30am - 4:30pm (excluding public and bank holidays).  
 
Telephone: 0300 200 7820  
Webchat: www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/chat-with-a-careers-adviser  
Ask Careers Email Service: www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/careers-service  
 
 

GCSE & A-Level Results Days August 2021  
The Careers Service are extending their opening hours over the results 
period, to assist with any queries following results. We are happy to take 
queries from parents, as well as young people. Careers Advisers will be 
available from 9.30am - 7pm, from Tue 10th August to Fri 13th August 2021. 

 

 
NI Careers Service: www.nidirect.gov.uk/careers  
 
The Careers Service website contains lots of help and advice, including: 

 A range of interactive tools to help match career options with skills, interests and values.  
 Help and advice on how to apply for jobs, including a free CV Builder.  
 Tips for parents on how to help young people with career choices.  
 Career planning for those with special educational needs.  
 Guidance for 11 to 19 year olds on considering subject choices, learning and career 

options.  
 Information on Further and Higher Education courses, apprenticeships and other training 

programmes.   

 

Click here for more information: Coronavirus: Apprenticeship Recovery 
Package (nibusinessinfo.co.uk) 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOPirwrw7zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOPirwrw7zI
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/chat-with-a-careers-adviser
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/contacts/careers-service
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/careers
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/coronavirus-apprenticeship-recovery-package
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/coronavirus-apprenticeship-recovery-package


 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 

New Leadership Series of Courses 
 
When we launched our new Training 
Schedule in April, we included a new 

Leadership Series, consisting of 4 different 
but complimentary sessions.  Each session 
covers a different topic regarding leadership 

of an organisation, programme or project. 
 

Leadership & Why It Matters examines 
the difference between management and 
leadership, why leadership matters and 

what can be most difficult and challenging 
about leadership. 

 
Thinking of Myself as a Leader explores 
communication styles (your own and that of 

others), conformity and why it matters 
when leading. 

 
Leadership & Working with Teams looks at how to get the best from your teams and 
how to effectively manage change. 

 
The last session – Leadership & Dealing with Conflict – examines leadership styles and 

theories, the principles of conflict management, recognizing the real problem and dealing 
with it through active listening and support and supervision. 
 

The next round of leadership sessions is scheduled for September – details below.  The four 
sessions can be taken individually but as they compliment each other, why not think about 

attending all four? 
 

“The training enabled reflective practice, allowing me to focus on the strengths 
and weaknesses within my role as a leader.  My focus for the future is to improve 
my listening skills, empower my team and let them shine!  Thoroughly enjoyed this 

training and feel that, given we get additional resources, it would be good for all 
my managers.” 

 
Leadership & Why It Matters 
Tuesday 7 September 2021, 10am-1pm, £35 +VAT 

https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-why-it-matters-2/cid_0/  
 

Thinking of Myself as a Leader 
Thursday 9 September 2021, 10am-1pm, £35 +VAT 
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/thinking-of-myself-as-a-leader-2/cid_0/  

 
Leadership & Working with Teams 

Tuesday 21 September 2021, 10am-1pm, £35 +VAT 
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-working-with-teams-2/cid_0/  
 

Leadership & Dealing with Conflict 
Thursday 23 September 2021, 10am-1pm, £35 +VAT 

https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-dealing-with-conflict-2/cid_0/  

 

 
Volunteer Now Enterprises Ltd 

enterprise@volunteernow.co.uk 
028 9023 2020 

 

https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-why-it-matters-2/cid_0/
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/thinking-of-myself-as-a-leader-2/cid_0/
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-working-with-teams-2/cid_0/
https://www.volunteernow.co.uk/course/leadership-dealing-with-conflict-2/cid_0/
mailto:enterprise@volunteernow.co.uk


 

 
 
 



 

 
 

To apply click:   

Diploma in Community Development Practice 

(google.com) 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWwtp4vyhqKLKHZnEyMDBs4aTv2sI6sdDKF7Gzv9TWLmOOdA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWwtp4vyhqKLKHZnEyMDBs4aTv2sI6sdDKF7Gzv9TWLmOOdA/viewform


 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 



 

SUSE+ South West College 
 

Please find attached the current SUSE+ Premiere Skills 
Academy poster, SUSE+ Employability Programme 
leaflet and a link to our Facebook page for your 
information and circulation. 
 

For the latest information you can view at SUSE+ Mid Ulster | Facebook 
 

 

Peer Coaching Project Worker Vacancy 

The Disabled Children and Young People's Participation Project (DCYPPP) are 

recruiting for a Peer Coaching Project Worker. 

You will join a dedicated team of project workers who have the responsibility for developing and 

facilitating individual and group work with children and young people who have a range of physical, 

learning, and sensory disabilities. 

Your role will be to facilitate the Peer Coaching Programme within the project. You will be 

supporting young people to meet in pairs, and to undertake group work. The children and young 

people will be supported to increase their confidence, reduce isolation and to improve their 

communication.   

Your role will also involve supporting with the delivery of DCYPPP's other programmes as part of the 

team when required.  

This role requires flexibility to work around peer coaching sessions which will take place mostly after 

school’s hours in the afternoon and early evening. There will also be commitment to one Saturday per 

month.  

Main duties of the role will include: 

- Planning and delivering programs to children and young people 

- Supporting young people to increase their confidence and communication skills.  

- Enabling young people to share their views about issues important to them 

Full driving licence and access to a car or be able to demonstrate ability to meet the mobility 

requirements of the post. If appointed must have appropriate business insurance. 

Please read the attached Additional Information Sheet detailing the full requirements for this post.  

Hours: 28h pw, Monday - Friday with one Saturday per month.  

Salary: £18,278 - to be paid pro rata 

Closing: Midnight on 18 August 2021  

Interviews: week commencing 23 August 2021 

Contact email: people.ni@barnardos.org.uk  

Waiting List: A waiting list of applicants will be compiled for any similar posts arising in the next 12 

months. 
 

APPLY HERE:  

https://jobs.barnardos.org.uk/jobs/vacancy/peer-coaching-project-worker-9075/10038/description/ 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/suseplusmidulster/
mailto:people.ni@barnardos.org.uk
https://jobs.barnardos.org.uk/jobs/vacancy/peer-coaching-project-worker-9075/10038/description/


  

 

The NI Housing Executive is assessing needs and 
demand for houses in local areas in Mid Ulster.   

 

Housing Executive’s draft Rural Strategy 2021-2025 

 
This is an invitation to respond to the Housing Executive’s draft Rural Strategy 2021-2025 

which has been launched for public consultation. 

 

‘Reaching Rural’ has been developed following pre-consultation and discussion with stakeholders 
and reflects the particular housing challenges which can face our rural tenants and customers 
and the growing demand and changing policy context for the development of new rural homes.  

 
The draft report considers how we can maintain the momentum achieved over the last Rural 
Strategy in channelling investment and support into our rural communities and identifies the 
range of issues which must be addressed through local engagement, investment and 
collaborative working over the next four years. These issues include but are not limited to:   

 The existing shortage of homes which are affordable and accessible; 

 Hidden housing need in rural villages and small settlements; 

 The often reduced access to basic services, facilities, advice and support; and 

 A higher occurrence of less energy efficient homes and fuel poverty.  

 
The areas of work borne out of the Housing Executive’s wide range of functions, presents many 
opportunities for us to help address these issues and to achieve our overarching vision for rural 
communities: ‘Towards vibrant, shared, healthy and sustainable rural communities where 
everyone has access to decent and affordable housing’ 
 
The draft Rural Strategy sets out three high level outcomes, twelve priorities and 29 proposed 
actions under the three cross cutting themes of: 

1. Supporting rural customers; 

2. Enabling the provision of affordable rural homes; and 

3. Securing the future of our rural communities. 

 
The consultation will run for just over 8 weeks from Monday 2 August 2021 until Thursday 30 
September 2021. The consultation documents can be accessed online at 
https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Partners/Consultations. 
The documents include: ‘Reaching Rural’ draft Rural Strategy 2021-2025; The Executive 
Summary; and The Consultation Response Form. 
  
We have also arranged 2 virtual consultation events which will take place over Webex on: 

 Thursday 26th August at 10.30am 

 Thursday 9th September at 10.30am 

 

To register an interest in attending either of these presentations please contact us at: 

Rural.housing@nihe.gov.uk. 

 
We would welcome any comments you wish to make on all of the proposals or on those issues 
that are of particular interest to you in the consultation. Completed forms, general consultations 
responses should be returned to Rural.housing@nihe.gov.uk or by post to the address above. 
You can also contact us by email or by phone (02895982559) for further information on the draft 
Rural Strategy.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
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Further information and the application are available on the NIHE 
website:  

https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Community/Rural-Community-Awards-
application.aspx 

 

https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Documents/Community/Rural-Community-Awards-application.aspx
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BT Launches a New 
BT Home Essentials Service 

for financially vulnerable customers. 
 

NOTE: We don’t endorse individual products or companies, however the 
need for very cheap phone and Broadband for people in rural areas / on 
benefits etc is extremely important.   
 
This service is now up and running and accepting applications from customers who 
are on benefits. Now, more than ever, it is vital that everyone has access to the 
internet to take advantage of the opportunities it offers to stay connected to family 
and friends, education and home schooling, accessing information and services, 
advice & financial savings, leisure and hobbies, job searching, etc.  
  
What is our Home Essentials plan? 
Our Home Essentials plan is a reliable and affordable way for those who receive 
support like Universal Credit or Pension Credit (Guarantee Credit) to be able to 
stay connected and have a low-cost broadband and phone package.  
 
How much does Home Essentials cost? 
 

Broadband with a phone line  
The internet is really important to most people, it’s how we keep in touch with 
friends and family, it’s how we shop, and it’s how we bank. That’s why we’ve 
included a couple of broadband options with our Home Essentials package: 

 Home Essentials - Unlimited Fibre Essential plan (£15 a month) - Fibre 

broadband with average speeds of 36Mbps & 700 minutes a month talk time 

to all UK landlines and mobiles. 

 Home Essentials - Unlimited Fibre plan (£20 a month) - Fibre broadband 

with average speeds of 67Mbps & Unlimited minutes a month talk time to all 

UK landlines and mobiles. 

 
Phone line only 
For homes that aren’t looking to go online, but that want to stay in touch with the 
world, we have: 

 Home Essentials - Call-only plan (£10 a month) - Unlimited minutes a 

month talk time to all UK landlines and mobiles. 

 
To check for eligibility you will need: your Surname, date of birth and 
National Insurance number.  
 
How do customers get Home Essentials?  
Customers can get more information or get in touch with us by calling Tel: 0800 
800 150 or visiting our website and completing the online checker:  BT Home 
Essentials Broadband | Low Cost Broadband | Broadband on benefits  
 
 

 

https://www.bt.com/exp/broadband/home-essentials
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To book a free training session click here: 

Suicide Prevention | Fresh Minds Education | 
Emotional Health Training UK 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Always 
Farm SAFE! 
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The Connected Project is a Go ON NI project which aims to provide digital 
inclusion to the digitally excluded for a minimum of 6 months.  

The online training and support is be provided throughout the 6 months by 
Libraries NI, Supporting Communities and the BITC/Go ON NI Digital Help 

Service. 
The project will supply participants with a Lenovo tablet along with a 5GB data 

allowance for 6 months with the understanding that they engage in online 
training via the link below: 

Application is via: https://form.jotform.com/igniteit/connected 
 

 

For a listing 
of all 

Libraries NI 
online / 
Zoom 

Classes 
available 

click here:  

Events 

(librariesni.o

rg.uk) 

 

https://form.jotform.com/igniteit/connected
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/events/
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/events/
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Mid Ulster Seniors Network Information Leaflet –  
full of great contacts and information. 

 

If groups would like hard copies to collect and distribute in 
their own local areas (we can arrange drop-offs) contact 

COSTA to arrange: Tel: 028 855 56880 or email: 
info.costa@btconnect.com 
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Useful Links 
 

NICVA      
Link to NICVA’s Funding information Page: 
https://www.nicva.org/covid19/funding-and-fundraising-covid19  

 
 
 

NI Direct  
Extremely comprehensive information website for all citizens 
on all NI Government Services: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/ 

                               If your finances are affected by the outbreak visit:        
                            https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-and-benefits 

 
 

For the latest news and guidance from DAERA in 
relation to COVID-19 please visit https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/daera-and-covid-19 

 

Consumer Council NI  
Coronavirus: Consumer and Scams Advice for Northern Ireland 
Consumers: www.consumercouncil.org.uk/coronavirus  

  
 

MUD Council Community Response 
Hub & Interactive Map 
MUDC Residents can now access community support near them 
with the click of a button, via Mid Ulster District Council's 
interactive online map and community response hub.  
The online hub provides details of the many local groups and 
organisations offering help including community groups, food 

banks, pharmacies delivering prescriptions and local shops offering food delivery services.   

Access the community response hub here: https://mid-ulster-council-covid-19-response-

midulster.hub.….  
 
 

Job Centre On-line 
There are many employment opportunities out there 
at present with many employers urgently seeking 
workers: https://www.jobcentreonline.com/JCOLFront/Home.aspx 

 
 

NI Business Info 
For very comprehensive information on the full range of 
support and grants for Businesses under Covid-19:  
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/campaign/coronavi
rus-updates-support-your-business  
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Click here to access the Helplines NI Website: 
https://helplinesni.com/  

___________________________________

 

A number of helplines have been established in 
response to coronavirus and are providing topic 

specific information and advice in relation to COVID-
19, e.g. befriending helplines, COVID-19 Community 

Helpline.  

 

Click here to access Covid-19 specific 
Helplines:  

https://covidwellbeingni.info/helplines.html  
 

 

 

https://helplinesni.com/
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Re-opening of Community  

Halls & Venues 

 

COSTA in conjunction with CWSAN and the Mid Ulster Rural 
Community Development Support Service (RCDSS) have 
developed information to help community venues reopen.  

 

We are aware that for many people government rules on social 
distancing, as well as the activities that are permitted to take 
place in our community buildings are complicated, frequently 

changing and can be hard to interpret for venues, many of whom 
are run by local volunteers. 

 

COSTA has developed a number of information 
sheets and resources in conjunction with the other 

Rural Networks.   
If you would like to receive a copy and / or would like 

any assistance please contact us at 
info.costa@btconnect.com  

 

We hope this information will prove useful to you in ensuring a 
safe return to operation by your group. 
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FREE COSTA WORKSHOPS  
 
 
 

AVAILABLE TO LOCAL GROUPS 
 
 
‘Planning & Holding an AGM & Meetings during Covid-19’ 
Information Workshop (practical support also available on request). 
 
 ‘Charity Registration & Annual Returns’ Information Workshop 
(practical support also available on request). 
 
‘Good Ltd Company & Director Governance’ – Available to groups on 
request (particularly suitable for Directors & Ltd Companies). 
 
‘Good Governance & Committee Skills’ – Available to groups on 
request (particularly suitable for newer / grass roots groups). 
 
‘Funding Readiness’ – Available to groups on request (suitable for all). 
 
‘Promoting Social Inclusion’ – Available to groups on request (suitable 
for all groups / orgs). 
 
‘Preparing for Sustainability’ Workshop’ – Available to groups on 
request. (Helpful guidance for groups and halls aiming for greater future 
sustainability). 
 
‘Ensuring GDPR Good Practice’ Workshop – Available to groups on 
request.  (Helping small groups to ensure compliance and good practice 
in Data Protection).   
 

Many more … 
Ask us any time if you have a need or request. 

 
 

Tel: 028 855 56880 or E-mail:  
info.costa@btconnect.com 
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COSTA  
 

Charity Registration 
& 

Annual Returns Service 

 
COSTA is available to provide local groups with very 

practical and FREE: 
 

• Support & guidance regarding the processes. 
• Helping you fully prepare in advance. 
• Assisting with all documentation required. 
• Scanning and uploading of all documents (pdf).  
• Assistance to fully complete Charity 

Registration applications and Annual Returns.  
• Information Workshops and One-to One support 

sessions to build capacity of your group. 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 

Virtual COSTA 'Open Door Support Days' 

COSTA will also soon be running our new virtual 'Open 
Door Support Days'.  These will be on-line one-to-one 
support sessions via Zoom or on the phone to provide our 
services and supports to groups right across the 
Dungannon and South Tyrone area of Mid Ulster. 

 

Contact COSTA 
for more information or to book: 

 
Tel: 028 855 56880  

or email: info.costa@btconnect.com 
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COSTA Covid-19 Recovery to a New Normal 
 

COSTA will be continuing to assist local groups to work towards 
‘normality’ via provision of templates, guidance, information, 
funding information, on-line training sessions, virtual ‘Open Door 
Days’, and we are always available via phone 028 855 56880 and 
email info.costa@btconnect.com  
 

 
 

 Covid ‘Recovery Packs’ for Groups / Community Venues / Halls 
 Risk Assessments, Covid Plans & Templates 
 Assistance with Zoom Meetings / Getting On-line 
 Grant Tracker / Funding Searches 
 Funding Application support 
 CCNI Charity Registration 
 CCNI Charity Annual Returns 
 Information & Updates  
 Guidance 
 Signposting  
 Training / Info Sessions & Governance (very wide variety of topics)  
 Much more on request ….. 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Follow our FaceBook Pages                                                    
important information posted daily: 

  
 

Costa Costa                 
https://www.facebook.com/costa.network/ 

& 

COSTA Community Organisations of South 
Tyrone          & Areas                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/COSTA-Community-Organisations-of-South-Tyrone-
Areas-595993680543963/  
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To keep fully up-to-date with 
the latest Newsletters, 

Funding Bulletins, Grants, 
Guidance, Information and 

Events go to our 
    Coronavirus / COVID-19 

Response & Recovery Hub: 

www.costaruralsupportnetwork.org  

 
 

 

     For the latest news and guidance from 
DAERA in relation to COVID-19 please 
visit: https://www.daera- 

ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/daera-and-covid-19  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Remember  
social distancing  

  

Always 
Farm 
Safe! 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kind regards and stay safe everyone  ; ) 
 

COSTA is funded by 
Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) through DAERA’s Rural Community Development Support Service 

(RCDSS) 
Tackling Rural Poverty & Social Isolation Programme and Mid Ulster District Council                                                                                                                         

The European Union’s PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) 
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